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Happy New Year 



Sunday Services 

  St. Augustine’s  8.00 am Holy Communion 

 10.30 am Sung Eucharist 

 4.00 pm Holy Baptism 

  St. Michael’s  8.00 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion 

 9.45 am - 10.15 am  Children’s Class and Crèche 

 4.00 pm Holy Baptism  (1st & 3rd Sundays) 

 4.00 pm New Creation Praise (last Sunday) 

 6.00 pm Choral Evensong (2nd Sunday) 

  Church of the Good Shepherd 

 10.30 am Family Communion 

  Church of the Holy Spirit 

 10.00 am Family Communion/ 

  Sunday School & Crèche 

 8.00 pm Gospellers’ Fire (2nd Sunday) 

  St. John the Baptist  

 9.00 am Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 

Weekday Services 
 Weekdays 8.40 am Morning Prayer 

(Alternate months at St. Augustine’s & St. Michael’s) 

  St. Augustine’s  

 Tuesdays in Term Time 3.30 pm Treasure Seekers 

 Thursday 10.00 am Holy Communion  

  St. Michael’s  

 Wednesday 10.00 am Holy Communion 

  Church of the Good Shepherd 

 Wednesday 6.45 pm  Holy Communion 

  Church of the Holy Spirit 

 Tuesdays 9.20 am Etching Hill, 

              Morning Prayer, with children from Etching Hill School 

 First Wednesday 9.30 am Seeds of Trust, 

              Taize style Morning Prayer, followed by coffee 

 Thursdays 7.00 pm Beads of Prayer, 

  Evening Prayer using traditional Prayer Beads 
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The Rectory 

Rugeley 

 

 

 
Dear Friends 

 

Greetings for the New Year 

I am intrigued about how people mark the New Year. Some go to bed and 

ignore the fireworks and the chimes of Big Ben while others party well on 

into the next day. The dawn of a new day is received with mixed emotions. 

What will 2012 bring? In the present economic gloom we might be tempted 

to say some of the same only worse. We are reluctant to show “Old Father 

Time” the door when the future is so uncertain. 

On a number of occasions we have spent New Year’s Day in Pembrokeshire 

at our favourite seaside resort Saundersfoot. A swim is held each year and 

when we were last there we saw 1,200 people, many in fancy dress, rush into 

the freezing water all in the aid of charity. Our three daughters have all gone 

into the sea in the past. We were proud to play our part by cheering! It’s 

tremendous fun. 

“Being generous in a cold climate” is one of the challenges that lies ahead 

this year. In this respect one of the remarkable things about being English is 

our willingness to donate freely and unselfishly to so many good causes. It’s 

a concept completely alien to much of continental Europe. Yet back in 

November despite the economic gloom £26m was raised for Children in 

Need. A record of which we can be proud. 

The principle of “being generous in a cold climate” also lies at the heart of 

the Christian faith. On the whole we are well blessed and will still be well 

blessed when 2012 draws to its close. There are always others worse off than 

ourselves. Another way of putting this is to say that we are called to look 

upon the world and its troubles through God’s eyes. This helps to put things 

into perspective and shows us that we have the capacity to be generous. 

While all this may be true, we do of course have our fears and we would not 

be human if we were not anxious about the future. We are particularly 

concerned about family members who belong to the younger generation and 

also for the frail elderly and their prospects. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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In such circumstances there are words written by a relatively unknown 

American poet, Minnie Louise Haskins which may be of help. They were 

quoted by King George VI in his first Christmas broadcast during the war. 

“And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: ‘Give me a light 

that I may tread safely into the unknown.’ And he replied: ‘Go out into the 

darkness and put your hand into the hand of God. That shall be to you better 

than light and safer than a known way.’” 

With every blessing 

Yours sincerely 

 

Michael J Newman 

 
 

 
 

3rd Wednesday of each month at 12.00 noon 
St. Michael’s Church Hall 

No charge - Retiring Collection 

Please book your meal one week in advance 

Contact Sue Burgwin  01889 582641 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come along for a chat with friends, share your news  

or enjoy quiet time with a book. 

Coffee, Tea, snacks and light lunches available 
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FED UP WITH THE 
HEADACHE OF BOOKKEEPING? 
VAT man causing you problems? 

Let me handle everything for you..... 
Good rates – local friendly service - fully qualified - ICB 

Licensed Practice No.11166 - fully insured. 
Bytheway Bookkeeping Services 

9 Lower Birches Way, Rugeley  WS15 1GA 

Telephone: 01889 579669  
Email: p-bytheway@sky.com 

St. Augustine's Church Hall (next to Aldi store) 
Station Road, Rugeley 
 
Thursday 7pm 
 
Consultant  - Esther  07527 175277 
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BRERETON PHARMACY 
88 MAIN ROAD, BRERETON    -    01889 575007 

Full range of NHS Services 

PRESCRIPTIONS   �  MEDICATION REVIEW 
SMOKING CESSATION 

Also 

FAX & PHOTOCOPYING SERVICE 
 

Open Monday - Friday 

9.00 - 1.00  /  2.00 - 6.00 

 

PAY LESS FOR YOUR GARDENING SUPPLIES! 

Join Brereton Gardeners’ Association 

and benefit from low prices at our trading shed. 

You’ll get good, old fashioned service and helpful advice if you need it. 

We’re a friendly club and membership is only 
£3.50 a year (£2.50 for over 65s).  

With two shows a year and a junior section (£1 for the under 16s), 
there’s something for everyone. 

Ring Noel Baxter (800567) for a membership leaflet. 

 Rose and Sweet Pea Show Sunday 26th June 2011 

 Main Show Sunday 21st August 2011 

 AGM Monday 7th November 2011 
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On This Day in January 
26th 

On this day in 1986, Halley’s Comet was visible in the night 
sky as it passed earth in its 76-year orbit. It’s next due to 

appear in 2061.  

Know Your Church - The Pulpit  
The earliest pulpits date from about 1340. 

Medieval pulpits were constructed of stone or oak 

and are similar in shape to a wine glass with a 

slender splayed stem atop of which is a tall narrow 

'drum' with traceries panels containing carved 

motives depicting the likeness of the Four 

Evangelists. 

Perhaps the finest stone pulpit, complete with its original 

staircase and a jolly lion on the balustrade can be found in St. 

Peter's church, Wolverhampton. 

Survival of seventeenth and eighteenth century pulpits usually 

can be attributed to a succession of conservative squires and 

rectors who preferred the old to the new. 

Where new pulpits were built in the nineteenth century, they 

are often in the fashionable ' Early Gothic ' style for which 

there is no medieval precedent, and some say that unlike their 

graceful fourteenth and fifteenth century predecessors, they 

are invariably ill-proportioned and ugly. 

What ever you think about your pulpit, one thing to be pleased 

about, is that most of them were built after the custom of 

putting hour glasses on them was done away with. 

Church attendance was compulsory in the seventeenth century 

and preachers addressed captive audiences for at least an hour. 

If at the end of that time the parson turned the hour glass 

over, the congregation knew it was in for a further hour of 

preaching. 
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WHEN I WAS A BOY RACER 

I was recently called to Stafford Hospital for my annual 
check up. On arrival I was given a ticket with a number 
on it and told to report to the main desk. There I was 
given another number with instructions to go and sit in 
the corridor and await my blood test.  

Twenty minutes later, I was called into a room inhabited by two ladies 
dressed in white coats each brandishing a syringe on the end of which 
was a needle designed for sucking blood out of veins. I was ushered to 
one of the two very comfortable chairs, I sat down and rolled up my 
left shirt sleeve and rested my arm on the wide padded arm of the 
chair. My lady with the needle asked me how I was and at the same 
time put a tourniquet on my arm. I looked down at my arm and 
watched as the needle slid slowly into my vein. In no time the syringe 
was full, withdrawn and a little round plaster stuck over my puncture 
wound. ‘That’s it’ she said. ‘All done’. `Right’ I said, ‘where’s the tea 
and biscuits’? She smiled at my little joke as she put my blood sample 
into a plastic bag and wrote my name on it. Knowing the bag would 
have the doctors name on it (I’ve been before) I asked her who I was 
going to see. `Dr Kakepoto’ she said. ‘Is he foreign?’ I asked, `how did 
you guess?’ she said. She then gave me a water sample bottle telling me 
the doctor would need a sample. I put my hand in the inside pocket of 
my jacket and pulled out an identical bottle-three quarters full and 
handed it to her saying `here’s one I did earlier.’  

After thanking me she told me to go to the main area and wait for my 
name to be called out. I went to the main area where my wife was 
sitting waiting for me, sat down and waited - and waited. Fifty five 
minutes later Dr Kakepoto called me into his room. We shook hands 
and I sat down, he asked me how I was. `I’m fine thank you’ I said. 
`Well your blood’s fine, I’ll see you in twelve months, Bye.’ he said. 
And that was it. I had been in the hospital for an hour and a quarter 
plus the travelling there and back for a thirty second consultation. We 
consoled ourselves by buying a warm sausage roll and a jam doughnut 
each from the take away bakery in the hospital and ate them in the car 
at Milford. I had taken a flask of coffee with us so it was quite a nice 
little picnic. 
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When I was a six year old lad in 1939 (here we go,) I was 
the proud owner of a three wheeler bike, see photo. I 
was one of the original boy racers on that bike, that is 
until the day I came speeding down Armitage Lane on it 
and turned right into our entry at speed. Now this entry 
was in he middle of our row of houses and wide enough 
for the coal lorries to go in and out to deliver the miners 
coal, but I was going so fast that I tipped over hitting my 
left shoulder on the red brick wall. I staggered into our house crying and 
holding my very painful shoulder. `What are you blarting at?’ said my 
dad sympathetically. I told him what had happened and he started to 
rub it better which made me blart even more. I can’t remember what 
happened when my mam came in, but I’ve no doubt she rubbed some 
zinc and castor oil ointment on it as that was the usual treatment for cuts 
and bruises.  

I was in so much pain the following morning that I couldn’t go to school 
- hurrah - instead I was taken on the Midland Red bus to see Dr Roberts 
whose surgery was on the corner of Horse Fair and Sandy Lane. He sent 
me to Rugeley Cottage Hospital for an x-ray. I was shown the x-ray and I 
could clearly see my broken collar bone. It was strapped up with layers 

of sticky bandage going from my shoulder bone, over 
my shoulder and a little way down my front, and my 
arm was put in a sling - see other photo. I was quite 
happy walking around with my arm in a sling, but the 
day came when I was taken again to see Dr Roberts. 
`This plaster can come off now’ he said and as he said 
it, he took hold of one of the strips of plaster on my 
back and ripped it off. It sounded just like somebody 
striking a match. I gritted my teeth and waited for the 
rest of them to be ripped off. I went home with my 
shoulder stinging. 

 Just think. In 1939, if you broke a  bone, or even needed your tonsils out 
it, you could get it done in Rugeley, now the latest news is that they have 
closed down the A and E at Stafford Hospital. Maybe they were the 
good old days after all. 

Bye for now. 

John Vernon  
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avin 
mith 
lumbing 

 

Apprentice served 

multi-skilled tradesman. 

Plumbing, carpentry, 

tiling, general building 

maintenance 

 

     07815 005 308 

GGGG    
SSSS    
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Free 

estim
ates 

The  MASE Group 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Alzheimer’s 
Support Evening 
For more information 

Please contact:   
 

 

Daphne  (01785) 211140 
Elaine    (01785) 823110 

 
Registered Charity No: 1137193    

The MASE is an opportunity for people with 
Alzheimer's/ Dementia, their Carers, families and 
friends, to meet and socialise with others in a 
similar situation.   
 

New MASE Drop in  1:30 - 3:00  
St Luke Church Hall, Cannock  WS11 1DE 

1st Monday afternoon of the month 
 

Great Wyrley - Old Wyrley Hall  WS15 2EH 
1st Monday of the month from 7pm - 9pm 

 

Haughton Village Hall   ST18 9EZ 
2nd Thursday of the month 7pm - 9pm 

 

Rugeley -  St Joseph's Church Hall  WS15 2EH 
3rd Wednesday of the month 7pm - 9pm 

 

The evenings are free of charge, and include 
drinks, buffet, raffle, & musical entertainment. 

 

 

 

 

Painter and Decorator 

Est. 1985 

“A quality home deserves 
quality decorating.” 

For all your decorating requirements, 
private or commercial, contact Barry. 

Tel. 01543 491022 
Mob. 07944 322575 

For free quotations except insurance. 

“Professional, honest, 
reliable service given.” 
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Behind the Hymn  - Just as I am 
One of the great evangelical hymns of the 19th century has had a long life 

through the 20th, and its usefulness is far from over. 

Just As I Am expresses a profound truth in simple but powerful language. Its 

unifying idea is grace; there is nothing we can do to make us acceptable to God, 

and we don’t have to wait until we’re good enough to come to him, because we 

never will be. 

It was written by Charlotte Elliott in 1835. An invalid at the age of 30, she 

suffered ill-health until dying aged 82. We don’t know the nature of the illness, 

but she wrote of it: “My Heavenly Father knows ... to resolve, as He enables me 

to do, not to yield to the slothfulness, the depression, the irritability, such as a 

body causes me to long to indulge...” 

She was converted after meeting a minister, Cesar Malan, while visiting friends 

in London’s West End. He asked if she were a Christian; irritable from the pain 

of her illness, she did not wish to discuss it. The question preyed on her mind. 

When they met again she said “I am miserable. I want to be saved. I want to 

come to Jesus; but I don’t know how.” “Why not come just as you are?” 

answered Malan. 

The words may have been given to her then, but the hymn came later. 

According to Bishop H C G Moule of Durham, a relation, she was deeply 

troubled by her seeming uselessness. It came to a point in 1834, when she was 

45 and her brother, a minister, was involved in raising funds to set up a school. 

A bazaar was planned, and the whole house was busily making preparations – 

except Charlotte, who was unwell. After a sleepless night, she realised that her 

sense of being good for nothing was a spiritual assault, which had to be met by 

an appeal to the promises of God. 

While the rest of the household was at the bazaar, she wrote Just As I Am. 

Perhaps in some of its lines – “Just as I am, though tossed about/ With many a 

conflict, many a doubt” and “Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind” we can hear 

echoes of her own situation. But the hymn takes its enduring value from the fact 

that it speaks for all of us – “Just as I am, thou wilt receive/ Wilt welcome, 

pardon, cleanse, relieve/ Because thy promise I believe/ O Lamb of God, I 

come.” 

The last line of each verse is hypnotic in its intensity. It was used during the 

altar calls at the Billy Graham crusades, and has probably accompanied more 

souls to salvation than any other hymn every written. 
Mark Woods, Sheepdip 
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ANNETTE WILKINSON 

MBChA DipPodMed MSSCh 

 

CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST 

Hpc registered 
 

Home visiting practice 

All your foot care needs attended to 

£22 per appointment 

Telephone 07977 557058 

 

 Qualified Professional Tree Surgeons 

 Tree shaping  Target Pruning 
 Crown lifting / thinning 
 Tree removal of any size 
 Hedge Maintenance 

 all work to BS3998 & BS5837 

 
 

 Contact: Robert Keay 

  01785 712803 

 Mobile: 07968 956745 

 Fully Insured Free Quotations 
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MOTHERS’ UNION 
St. Augustine’s 

Following the usual warm welcome and apologies from absent 
members, our meeting on Wednesday 2nd November opened 
with worship. This was the season for remembering All Saints 
with appropriate prayers and a reading from 1 John 3: 1-3. An 
exceptionally good attendance in fine voice sang “For all the 
saints who from their labours rest”. 

In the notices which followed, members were asked to support 
our stall at the coming Charities Christmas Fair on Saturday 
November 19th. 

Ideas for food at our Christmas meeting at Sneydlands on 
Wednesday 7th December, were suggested. 

Several members were looking forward to 
the Autumn Council meeting being held at 
Acton Trussell village hall, when our Chief 
Executive, Reg Bailey of the Bye Buy 
Childhood Review, was coming from 
London to report on the progress of the 
recommendations. 

Following tea our meeting welcomed member Roger Francis, 
who gave a most interesting and informed slide presentation of St 
Augustine’s history from the Old Chancel to the church as it is 
today, looking at architecture, additional building and the beautiful 
stained glass windows, which often go unnoticed. 

He was thanked by Brenda Jones for a most interesting and 
informative afternoon. 

I wish you a happy and healthy 2012 from all the members of our 
Mothers’ Union and invite you to join us in promoting marriage 
and family life in its many forms. 

God Bless 
Jill Francis, Branch Leader 
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Ashcroft MemorialsAshcroft MemorialsAshcroft MemorialsAshcroft Memorials    
Monumental Masons, Supplies, Granite, Marble & Stone 

New memorials, further inscriptions, and renovations 
49 Albion Street, Rugeley, Staffordshire WS15 2BY 

01889 801541 

61 High Street, Walsall Wood, Walsall WS9 9LR 
01543 454429 

Motor Components (Rugeley) Ltd 
FOR QUALITY MOTOR SPARES 

IN RUGELEY 

──── plus ──── 

BMX, Mountain and Racing Bikes 

� Complete Repair Service � 
� Batteries � Radiators � Trailer Parts � 

SHEEP FAIR, RUGELEY                                    PHONE 586278 

� Friendly Service Guaranteed � 

Telephone: Rugeley 583519 
 

 

Ladies’ and Gents’ Hair Stylist 
(Member of N.H.F.H.R.C.) 

68b MAIN ROAD - BRERETON 

FOR THE CARE OF YOUR HAIR AND 

PERSONAL SERVICE COME AND SEE US 

MACCA TATTOO & BODY PIERCING STUDIO 
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       HATE OVEN 
        CLEANING? 
We are a local independent firm 

specialising in oven cleaning. 

We clean domestic ovens, 
cookers, Agas, Ranges, 

Extractors and Microwaves 

Call us today for a free 
over-the-phone quotation 

 • Minimum disruption • Low Odour • 
• Excellent Results • 

 OVENGEM - Tel: 01889 582005 
 Mob: 07816 344173 

 

JASON 
CARTER 

Painting, Decorating, 
Carpentry & Joinery 

Tel. (01889) 583554 

BRERETON BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
Springhill Terrace, Brereton    Established 2006 

 

Iain Murray     QUALIFIED CRAFTSMAN BUILDER 

22 years experience  (Certificates available for inspection) 

Health and Safety Approval Certification. 
 

We provide a complete building service and specialise in Single and Double Storey 

Extensions, Conservatory Bases, Garden Walls (plain or decorative), Decorative 

Internal Walling, Block Paving, Fencing and other Property Improvements. 

 

We have on call other colleagues for Plastering, Electrical Work, 

Plumbing, and Central Heating Installations. 
 

Try us for that smaller job that the big boys do not want 

Your Local Man for Reliable and Economical Service 
 

Mobile number for use during the working day 07976 219 919 

Home number (6 to 8 p.m.)  01889 576739 

Email: murray.t1@sky.com 
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Looking outward for Christian Unity Week 

Images of Anglican, Roman Catholic, Protestant 
and Orthodox churches from all over the world 
feature in an exhibition in Lichfield to celebrate 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 

Artist Tony Thompson created sketches during travels over five 
continents. The sketches, reproduced onto cards, will be on 
display at Lichfield Cathedral from 15-25 January 2011. 

The Christian Unity project aims to unite all Christian 
denominations eventually. 

Tony Thompson, a head steward at the cathedral and a city 
councillor, said: "As a Christian I try to look outward from 
Lichfield, and it is my hope that Christian Churches will work 
together looking outward to help address the world's problems 
and not inwards to their internal divisions." 

In 2010, with the Friends of Lichfield Cathedral, he went to 
Oberammergau in Germany to see the famous Passion Play 
there, and took the opportunity to sketch Seefeld Church in the 
Tyrol. 

Other pen & ink sketches in the show feature Lichfield 
Cathedral (Anglican), St. Peter's Basilica in Rome (Roman 
Catholic), the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem (multi-
denominational) and the Santa Cruz Church - the only Catholic 
church on Easter Island, in the southeastern Pacific Ocean.  
 

 

 

 

 

Santa Cruz Church 

(See page 28 for details of daily services for the week) 
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Day & Knight 
Electrical Solutions 

For no obligation estimates call a reliable qualified Electrician 

on 

07792 913566 

01785 661199 
www.dayandknight.co.uk 

MJM SERVICESMJM SERVICESMJM SERVICESMJM SERVICES    
LANDSCAPING, GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

BLOCK PAVING, PATIOS AND SLABS LAID 

HEDGE CUTTING, TREE FELLING 

JOHN MORRIS   TEL: 01889 583912 

MOBILE No: 07790 065797 

TUKTAWA   B & BTUKTAWA   B & BTUKTAWA   B & BTUKTAWA   B & B    
Uplands Close 

Rugeley 

WS15 4RH 

Tel 01543 684805 

E-mail Tuktawa@hotmail.com   Website www.Tuktawa.co.uk  

A clean and friendly family run B&B 

suitable for business or leisure guests 

£24.50 per person per night. 

 Family of 2 adults and 2/3 children £75.00 
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ST. AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH 

Station Road, Rugeley 
 

Our Parish Hall (adjacent to the church) 
 

Is available to hire for 
 

BIRTHDAY PARTIES * CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

CLUB MEETINGS * CHEESE & WINE 

BAPTISM RECEPTIONS  ETC. 
 

Seating is available for up to 60 people and hire charges 

include the use of the fully equipped kitchen. There is 

easy access for the disabled and wheelchair users. 
 

If you would like further information, or would like  

to view the Hall and the facilities available  

please call the caretaker on 01889 801501. 

 

 

 Not yet a Links Magazine Subscriber? 

Would you like a copy to be reserved for you each month, either to 

be picked up at one of our Parish churches, or delivered (if in one 

of our delivery localities)? 

Then please contact Ann Windsor, the Parish Office or a 

Churchwarden. 

Only Only Only Only £6 per year!6 per year!6 per year!6 per year!    

"Cheers to a New Year and another chance for us to get it right."  

Oprah Winfrey 
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St. Augustine’s Christmas  

Grand Draw 2011 
 

Prize Number Winner 

 

1st Hamper 00364 Mrs G Turner 

   56 Greenfields Drive, Rugeley 

 

2nd Cuddly Toy Bear  00782 Mrs B Watkin 

   9 Hillway Close, Rugeley 

 

3rd Wine 00580 Berenice Williams 

   7 Rutherglen Close, Rugeley 

 

4th Watch/Bracelet set 00813 Rev M Newman 

   20 Church Street, Rugeley 

 

5th Purse 00783 Julie Sheldon 

   52 Maycroft Close, Pye Green 

 

6th Scarf/Gloves set 00541 L Grant 

   58 Fortescue Lane, Rugeley 

 

7th Bath Cosmetics 00608 M Withers 

   18 Wilson Keys, Rugeley 

 

8th Wine 00007 Mary 

   Bernards Avenue, Rawnsley 

 

9th Goody Box 00658 Jean Cooper 

   13 Wilson Keys, Rugeley 

A New Year's resolution is something that goes in one Year and 

out the other.                                                                         Anon 
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ST. AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH 

 St. Augustine's SnippetsSt. Augustine's SnippetsSt. Augustine's SnippetsSt. Augustine's Snippets 

Greetings for a happy and peaceful 2012 to all who read this 

magazine. 

When you read this so many exciting events will have taken place in 

our church, the schools and our town of Rugeley but you will have 

to wait for the February edition to read of the details. 

The Stable Trail will we hope, have been attended and enjoyed by 

many young and old alike and set  the scene for the unfolding anew 

of the real meaning of CHRISTmas. 

Thank you to Sue and Terry for the Christmas lunch which so many 

of our congregation and friends look forward to each year. Some 

lucky winners of the Christmas Hamper will have enjoyed its 

contents Thank you to those who sold tickets and put the hamper 

together; because of the generosity of folk it is always worth 

winning. 

Thank you to all who contributed Christmas cards for prisoners , a 

project  organised by the Mothers’ Union for the nine prisons in 

Lichfield Diocese. For many prisoners this card ‘with love and 

prayers from the Mothers’ Union’, will be the only card they 

receive.. 

We are grateful to those who help with the christingles making the 

Children’s Society service so successful. 

My humble thanks for the widespread love and prayers I received 

after my  accident. The image is greatly improved as I write this. 

Finally thank you to all who decorated the beautiful tree and the 

church, manned all the services and tended the many candles, and 

provided beautiful music,  all of which enhance this very special 

time in the churches calendar. Thank you to our Rector Michael and 

Revd Kevin who play such an important part in the life of our 

church. 

We wish you all a happy and blessed 2012 

 Jill Francis 
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GHUMANS OFF LICENCE 
OPEN EVERY NIGHT UNTIL 10.00 pm 

For all your needs 

GHUMAN NEWSAGENTS 
219 ST. MICHAEL’S DRIVE, BRERETON 

Newspapers, Magazines, Toys and Cards 
Daily, Evening and Sunday Deliveries 

Hardware, Confectionery, Gifts 
ALL YEAR ROUND SAVINGS CLUB 

Tel: Rugeley 582742 

ST. MICHAEL’S FISH BAR 
211 ST. MICHAEL’S DRIVE, BRERETON 

EVERYTHING FRESH AND BEAUTIFUL 
ORDERS TAKEN 

Tel: Rugeley 577646 

GHUMANS STORES 
HIGH CLASS GROCER AND GREEN GROCER 
ALSO SUPPLIERS TO THE CATERING TRADE 

215 ST. MICHAEL’S DRIVE, BRERETON 
Tel: Rugeley 582367 
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CROSSWORD No. 130 

(Answers to last month’s crossword on page 30) 

CLUES ACROSS: 

1.  MEMBERS OF THE MINISTRY (6) 

4. ANTICHRIST (5) 

8. COWBOY WHO USES A LASSO TO CATCH 

CATTLE (5) 

9. CANDIDATES FOR A RELIGIOUS ORDER (7) 

10. GENUINE (7) 

11. SMALL CHAMBER MUSIC ENSEMBLE 

(4) 

12. “TAKE A BUNCH OF HYSSOP AND — IT IN 

THE BOWL OF BLOOD” EXODUS 12:21, 

THE MESSAGE (3) 

14. WAS GIVEN THE TITLE ‘VENERABLE’ (4) 

15. GOES AWAY (4) 

18. FAST ENGINE FOR A VICAR? (3) 

21. BY MOUTH (4) 

23. ENLIVEN (7) 

25. RELATING TO THE PASSOVER (7) 

26. MAKE A GIFT (5) 

27. WELSH VEGETABLE (5) 

28. VAN GOGH’S NIGHT SKY (6) 

CLUES DOWN: 

1.  LORD OF ALL (6) 

2. COST (7) 

3. MARY THOUGHT IT WAS THE —  

      SPEAKING TO HER. (JOHN 20:15) (8) 

4. BRINGER OF GOOD NEWS TO NOAH 

(4) 

5. INCUMBENT (5) 

6. BIBLE READING (6) 

7. FINISHED (5) 

13. TRULY SORRY (8) 

16. STAYS AT SCHOOL (7) 

17. THE GOOD NEWS (6) 

19. BURIAL PLACE (5) 

20. RIVER OF KENT (6) 

22. BETWEEN THE PILLARS (5) 

24. THEREFORE (4) 

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11

12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23

24

25 26

27 28
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St. Michael’s Church, BreretonSt. Michael’s Church, BreretonSt. Michael’s Church, BreretonSt. Michael’s Church, Brereton    

DONATIONSDONATIONSDONATIONSDONATIONS    
The D.C.C. acknowledge, with thanks, the following 
donations: 

To Church Funds 
£40.00 Beetle drive 
£24.00 Bingo 
£45.00 Lunch Bunch  
Thanks to all that helped in any way to the Christmas Market 
It raised £1,575.00 

Thanks to all who run and attend all our monthly events. 

Gary Nugent 

St. Augustine’s Church, Rugeley 

3.30 pm to 4.00 pm Tuesdays in School Term 

“TREASURE SEEKERS” 
 

 

Time Together 

for 

 

Children 

Parents            Carers 

Grandparents 

 

 

 

Songs and Prayer Time and Stories 

Activities for Children 

Tea and Squash 

 

Resumes 3.30 pm Tuesday 10th January 
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Church of the Good Shepherd, Pear Tree Estate 

At the end of November we had the Reception Class from 

Chase View School in church. We baptised Teddy and had a 

party for the children. They had been learning about 

baptisms and weddings in their lessons, and being in church 

made it special for them. 

As I am writing this there is still a while to go until Christmas. People 

are rushing around, dragging children with them and tempers are short. 

We are all guilty of these things, but we should not forget the true 

meaning of Christmas. We need to spend come quiet time reflecting 

what Christmas means to us, now and in the New Year. 

Carols Round the Tree and the Messy Christingle were well attended, 

with a meal shared together. Many thanks to all who helped in any way 

with the Messy Christingle.  

In this New Year let us pray for peace in the world. No matter where 

you look there is unrest and conflict. Let us make 2012 a year to 

remember by standing up for faith; let people see by what we do. 

It is only a few weeks before Rev Jan retires from the Good Shepherd, 

and we welcome you to come and celebrate her ministry on Sunday 

29th January at 4.00 pm. We will all miss her very much and wish her 

well in her retirement. 

We at the Good Shepherd wish everyone a very peaceful, happy and 

healthy New Year. 

God Bless you all. 
 Mollie Robinson 

 

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

4.00 pm Sunday 29th January 

Retirement Service 

for 

The Rev Jan Brittle 
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Church of the Holy Spirit, Etching Hill 

The Friendship Club - November Meeting 

We meet on an unusually fine afternoon in the Autumn to complete 

knitting and sewing of the Nativity figures begun at our previous 

meeting. It is a very colourful group and the sheep and lamb just 

complete the scene. Many thanks to all those who worked so well. 

Some of us were filling party bags and decorating them ready for 

the Christmas tree. These are given to the Sunday School children. 

We meet on the last Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm. All are 

welcome. 

Joan Redfern 

Community Café 
at the Church of Holy Spirit 

Come and have a cuppa at  
the Church of the Holy Spirit on Tuesday mornings. 

Coffee, tea & cake, and a warm welcome. 

The church will be open from 9.00 am  

for the school service at 9.20, 
 to which everyone is welcome,  

and then refreshments will be served  

from 10am - 12noon 

Do come and join us 

Babies & Toddlers bring your Mums/Dads 
Bring your current craft project & chat while you work 

Make friends 
Chat 

Pop in after walking the dog! 
Water & a rest for your furry friend too 
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St. John the Baptist Church, Slitting MillSt. John the Baptist Church, Slitting MillSt. John the Baptist Church, Slitting MillSt. John the Baptist Church, Slitting Mill 
Happy New Year to all readers. At least this year is a warmer start 
than last January when we had had so much snow at the end of 2010. 
Did you have Plum Pudding as part of your Christmas 
celebration? This is a tradition which goes way back in 
history. Puddings were produced as far back as Roman 
times usually consisting of a mix of meat and vegetables 
including dried fruits, honey and spices cooked slowly in a 
cauldron. In Medieval England people were still eating this sloppy 
porridge or "pottage" as it was known. Without modern storage 
methods meat was kept as fresh as possible by using fruit, spices and 
sugar which also disguised rotten smells and tastes. This pottage was 
the "ancestor" of some of our Christmas favourites, like mincemeat, 
mince pies as well as the Christmas pudding and eventually 
Christmas cake. At one time the cake was saved to be eaten on 
Twelfth Night but by mid Victorian times the Twelfth Night 
festivities had lost their religious meaning, it had become a time of 
mischief, pranks and over indulgence so by 1870 it was deemed 
inappropriate and Twelfth Night ceased to be a feast day.  
We have Charles Dickens to thank for bringing many Christmas 
traditions to the national consciousness. By the 1830's the Christmas 
Pudding, a cannon ball shaped mound of flour, fruits, suet, sugar and 
spices, topped with holly was an established part of Christmas ritual. 
Some puddings had tiny wish bones added for luck or silver thimbles 
symbolising thrift. The final pudding ritual involved ceremonially 
carrying the flaming pudding, dowsed in brandy, to the table (my 
favourite addition!) In the story "Christmas Carol" Dickens described 
Mrs Cratchit bringing in the flaming, holly sprigged delight, 
establishing the pudding as an iconic symbol of our Yuletide table. 
I like Christmas pudding but I am pleased to have a microwave which 
heats them beautifully (as long as its not over done which I did once, 
result - pudding very hard!). I remember how it had to be steamed for 
hours and the kitchen dripped with condensation and the window 
had to be open making the kitchen very cold. 

Sheila Simpson 
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    January 2012January 2012January 2012January 2012    
(For all regular services, see inside front cover) 

The Parish of Brereton and Rugeley  

  First Wednesday of each month 2.15 pm    Mothers' Union 

         Monday 23rd - Friday 27th Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 12.00 noon  Monday 23rd Daily Prayer at St. Paul’s, Rugeley 

 12.00 noon  Tuesday 24th Daily Prayer at St. Michael’s 

 12.00 noon  Wednesday25th Daily Prayer at St. Augustine’s 

 12.00 noon  Thursday 26th Daily Prayer at St. Joseph’s, Rugeley 

 7.00 pm     Thursday 26th Daily Prayer at Church of the Holy Spirit 

 12.00 noon  Friday 27th Daily Prayer at Community Church, Rugeley 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 7.30 pm Thursday 19th Wellsprings, Church of the Holy Spirit 

 7.30 pm Tuesday 31st Parochial Church Council Meeting, St. M. 

St. Augustine’s Church, Rugeley 

 3.30 pm Tuesdays in Term Time   Treasure Seekers 

 2.00 pm 2nd & 4th Wednesday     Young Children’s Service and Playtime 

 6.00 pm Sunday 22nd Memorial Service 

St. Michael’s Church, Brereton 

  Tuesdays 10.00 am - 12.30 pm  Community Café 

 12.00 noon  3rd Wednesday of each month   Lunch Bunch (please book) 

 1st Monday of each month  Beetle Drive 

 3rd Monday of each month  Bingo 

The Church of The Holy Spirit, Etching Hill 

  First Sunday of each month  Fairtrade Stall 

  Tuesdays 10.00 am - 12.00 noon  Community Café  

  Tuesdays 11.00am-11.15am Bounce & Rhyme for children 6-24 months 

  Last Thursday of each month   2.00 pm   Friendship Club, 8 Etching Hill Rd 

The Church of The Good Shepherd, Pear Tree Estate 

 7.30 pm Every Tuesday  Bingo (Restarts February) 

 7.30 pm Wednesday 25th District Church Council Meeting. 

 4.00 pm Sunday 29th Retirement Service for The Rev Jan Brittle 

St. John’s Church, Slitting Mill 

 2.00 pm Wednesday 18th District Church Council Meeting 
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Brereton & Ravenhill Parish Hall 
 

 

 

 

 

Contact: Maureen Bradbury Booking Clerk 

Telephone: 01889 577461 

Rugeley Out and About Club 
We are inviting ladies of all ages to join our club. 

Our meeting is every Thursday evening from 8.00 o’clock to 
10.00 o’clock at Lea Hall Social Club, Sandy Lane, Rugeley. 
We are a group of Ladies who enjoy various activities, our 

interests are many and we have a good programme of speakers 
on a variety of topics. We also enjoy outings, visiting places of 

interest, hold bring and buy evenings and sometimes play bingo.  
We look forward to seeing new faces, please come along 

and join us - you’ll be more than welcome. 

IAN DOWSON ( BLINDS) 
TOP QUALITY BLINDS 

AT DISCOUNTED PRICES 
Free Estimates! Free Fitting! 

Fast Local Service 

Phone your “ local Blind Man” 

NOW!! 

On Weston (01889) 270638 
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THE PARISH REGISTERS 

St. Augustine’s, Rugeley 

Baptisms 

 November 20th Luke Thomas 

   Ella-Mae Hall 

Funerals 

 November 2nd Kay Brumpton 60 years 

  9th Dennis Wilson 63 years 

  18th Jennifer Deane 61 years 

St. Michael’s, Brereton 

Baptisms 

 November 6th Leah McDonald 

  12th Megan Tia Benton 

   Cameron Robert Benton 

   Heidi Ruth Benton 

  19th Joshua James Hall      

  20th Finley Joseph Whiston 

   Spencer Stuart Thacker-Jones 

   Jaydon Ashley Bond    

Funerals 

 October 2nd Margaret Buxton 78 years 

  22nd Frieda Grimley 92 years 

 November 2nd George Kelly 96 years 

  11th Melvyn Clive Ward 52 years 

  16th Grace Graham McHardie James56 years 

  18th Rosa Margaret Freda Archer 74 years 

  23rd Bryan Victor Leonard Perrin 28 years  

  

Answers to Crossword No. 129 

ACROSS: 1. First Nowell 8. Incur 9. Epistle 10. Have 11. With Love 13. Carols 14. Infant 

17. Redeemer 19. Acme 22. Tribute 23. Amish 24. Glad Tidings 

DOWN: 1. Faith 2. Recover 3. Turn 4. Open It 5. Epiphany 6. Lotto 7. Select 12. Alleluia 

13. Curate 15. Auction 16. Recent 18. Doing 20. Ethos 21. Wand 
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• An independent family run business 

• Catering and Floral Tributes arranged 

• Monumental Masonry & bespoke design service 

• Private Chapels of Rest 

• Personal home visits 

• Horse Drawn Hearse 

• Eco friendly funerals 

A Unique and Caring 24 hour Service 

Tel: 01889 582274 24hrs 

Bedford House 

15 Bow Street 

Rugeley 

Staffordshire 

WS15 2BT 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

HOURS OF BUSINESS 

MON - FRI 

8.30 - 5.00 pm 

SAT 

9.00 - 12.00 noon 



Contact Information 

St. Augustine’s Church, Rugeley  Tel 
Rev Preb Michael J Newman 20 Church Street, Rugeley 582149 

Rev Kevin Billson  4 St. George Drive, Hednesford 07538 460585 

Church Wardens: Miss Brenda Jones 31 Tithebarn Road, Rugeley 578004 

 Mr Roger Francis 2 The Pingle, Slitting Mill 583796 

Church Hall Bookings:   Mrs Barbara Ballard 801501 

Arrangements for Baptisms & Weddings: 

 Office Hours  7.00 - 8.00 pm Wednesdays in Church 
 

St. Michael’s Church, Brereton 
Rev Wendy Heath  The Vicarage, Main Road, Brereton 582466 

Rev Brian Tabernor 31 Ashtree Bank, Brereton 804587 

Reader: Mr Stephen Hammersley   33 Coalpit Lane, Brereton 579149 

Church Wardens: Mrs Yvonne Rickwood 

   5 George Brearley Close, Brereton 579787 

 Mrs Alison Tabernor   31 Ashtree Bank, Brereton 804587 

Church Hall Bookings:   Mr Dennis Cooper 582266 

Arrangements for Baptisms & Weddings: Office Hours  7.00 - 8.00 pm Fridays 
 

Church of the Good Shepherd, Pear Tree Estate 

Rev Jan Brittle  3 Norwood House, Peakes Road 586138 

Church Wardens: Mr Melvin Lane 70 Bevan Lee Road, Cannock 01543 500125 

 Mrs Mollie Robinson 32 Cross Road, Rugeley 801494 

Church Hall Bookings:  Mrs Mollie Robinson 801494 

Arrangements for Baptisms & Weddings: Rev Jan Brittle 586138 
  

Church of the Holy Spirit, Etching Hill 

Rev Lynsay Downs 14 Peakes Road, Etching Hill 07954 389169 

Church Wardens: Mr Trevor Jeffries 10 Chadsfield Road, Rugeley 800714 

 Mrs Michelle Hunn 8 Hutchinson Close, Etching Hill 

    07966 929787 

Church Hall Bookings:  Mrs Kay Myatt 578221 

Arrangements for Baptisms & Weddings: 

 Office Hours 9.00 am - 10.00 am Saturdays in Church 
 

St. John the Baptist Church, Slitting Mill 
Church Wardens: Mrs Joan Earp 9 Bilberry Close, Etching Hill 800869 

 Mr Paul McCourt 2 Field Place, Slitting Mill 576945 

Arrangements for Baptisms & Weddings: Rev Preb Michael J Newman 582149 

Editor of Magazine, Mrs Jane Simkin (Tue & Fri am) 574157 

Parish Office in St. Augustine’s staugustinesrugeley@o2.co.uk 

 www.breretonandrugeleyparish.co.uk 

Copy by 10th of each month    


